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This is to let you know that EPA will send the following news release to Téxas media today. If you have
any questions, please contact me.

EPA DiSapproves Components of TCEQ’s Air Permitting Program

(DALLAS — Aug. 31, 2010) Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
disapproved aspects of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ) clean-air
permitting program that do not meet federal Clean Air Act requirements. EPA sought public
comment on its proposed disapproval of New Source Review (NSR) program which was
published in the Federal Register in September 2009 and considered comments in reaching its

final decision.

EPA has been working with the state and interested parties to better align TCEQ’s air permitting
program with federal requirements and existing state programs, so that air permitting in the state -‘
will better protect air quality for all Texans. TCEQ continues to have the authority to issue

permits under prior EPA approval of its 1992 NSR program.

The NSR program is one of the core elements of the federal Clean Air Act, and it is implemented
in the state by TCEQ. The NSR program requires the best type of pollution control technology,
requires permits in order to emit air pollutants, looks at how reducing one form of air pollution -
can sometimes cause another form of pollution to increase, and provides the state, federal
government, and the public the means to know what pollutants are being emitted. Importantly,
the NSR program requires that state-of-the art emission control technology is installed at new

plants or existing plants that are undergoing a major medification.




EPA determined the revisions propbsed by TCEQ’s New Source Review program did not meet
federal Clean Air Act requirements. One example is the Pollution Control Project Standard
Permit revision offered by TCEQ. The permit is designed to streamline permitting of changes
within a plant but lacked adequate review of impacts on total air pollution levels should the

changes be approved.

The Clean Air Act ensures that businesses across the country operate efficiently and cleanly.
States have flexibility in carrying out the Act's requirements, but states must still adhere to

standards of public process, transparency, and public health protection.

Under the Clean Air Act, all states must develop plans approved by EPA for meeting federal
requirements to protect public heaith. Since EPA approved Texas’ major clean-air permitting
plan in 1992, the state has submitted over 30 regulatory changes to the EPA approved plan.
Today’s action represents EPA’s firm commitment to uphold the law and to work to protect
i)ublic health, while working with permit holders and applicants to obtain the necessary permits -

they need to comply with the law.

Over the last several months, EPA has Worked_ directly with refiners, utilities, and other
businesses seeking to obtain state-issued permits that are consistent with federal requirements.”
EPA will continue this productive relationship with permit holders. In addition, EPA is
_continuing productive discussions with TCEQ about several elements of its air permitting
~ program, and the Agency is hopeful that those discussions will result in changes so that the state

can operate a permitting program that conforms to legal requirements.

In July 2009, the EPA and the Business Coalition for Clean Air (BCCA) Appeal Group, the




Texas Association of Business, and the Texas Oil and Gas Association reached an agreement
regarding the timing of federal review of regulatory changes to Texas’ air permitting program.

Today’s action is the latest in a series of actions under that agreement.

More about activities in EPA Region 6: http://www.epa.gov/region6

EPA audio file is.available at; http//www.epa.gov/regiond/6xa/podcast/aug2010.html
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EPA Disapproves Components of TCE(Q)’s Air Permitting Program

(DALLAS — Aug. 31, 2010) Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) disapproved aspects of
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ) clean-air permitting program that do not meet
federal Clean Air Act requirements. EPA sought public comment on its proposed disapproval of New Source
Review (NSR) program which was published in the Federal Register in September 2009 and considered
comments in reaching its final decision.

EPA has been working with the state and interested parties to better align TCEQ’s air permitting program with
federal requirements and existing state programs, so that air permitting in the state will better protect air quality
for all Texans. TCEQ continues to have the authority to issue permits under prior EPA approval of its 1992

- NSR program.

The NSR program is one of the core elements of the federal Clean Air Act, and it is implemented in the state by

-~TCEQ.-The NSR program requires-the best type-of pollution control technology, requires permits in.orderto - .. . -

emit air pollutants, looks at how reducing one form of air pollution can sometimes cause another form of
pollution to increase, and provides the state, federal government, and the public the means to know what
poltutants are being emitted. Importantly, the NSR program requires that state-of-the art emission control
technology is installed at new plants or existing plants that are undergoing a major modification.

FPA determined the revisions proposed by TCEQ’s New Source Review program did not meet federal Clean
Air Act requirements. One example is the Pollution Control Project Standard Permit revision offered by -
TCEQ. The permit is designed to streamline permitting of changes within a plant but lacked adequate review
of impacts on total air pollution levels should the changes be approved.

- The Clean Air Act ensures that businesses across the country operate efficiently and cleanly. States have
flexibility in carrying out the Act's requirements, but states must still adhere to standards of public process,
transparency, and public health protection. :

Under the Clean Air Act, all states must develop plans approved by EPA for meeting federal requirements to
protect public health. Since EPA approved Texas’ major clean-air permitting plan in 1992, the state has
submitted over 30 regulatory changes to the EPA approved plan. Today’s action represents EPA’s firm
comumitment to uphold the law and to work to protect public health, while working with permit holders and
applicants to obtain the necessary permits they need to comply with the faw.

Over the last several months, EPA has worked directly with refiners, utilities, and other businesses seeking to
obtain state-issued permits that are consistent with federal requirements. EPA will continue this productive
relationship with permit holders. In addition, EPA is continuing productive discussions with TCEQ about




several elements of its air permitting program, and the Agency is hopeful that those discussions will result in
changes so that the state can operate a permitting program that conforms to legal requirements.

In July 2009, the EPA and the Business Coalition for Clean Air (BCCA) Appeal Group, the Texas Association
of Business, and the Texas Oil and Gas Association reached an agreement regarding the timing of federal
review of regulatory changes to Texas’ air permitting program. Today’s action is the latest in a series of
actions under that agreement. S ' o

More about activities in EPA Region 6: http://www.epa.gov/region6

EPA audio file is available at: http://www.cpa.gov/region6/6xa/podcast/aug201(.htm!
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Karla.carr@mail.house.gov, Dub.maines@mail.house.gov, Jeff morehouse@mail.house.gov,
Britiany.seabury@mail.house.gov, ellie.essalih@mail.house.gov,
Constance.sere@mail.house.gov, doug.centilfi@mail house.gov,

Kimberly thompson@rmail.house.gov, sarah.stephens@mail.house.gov,

" Brandon.reese@mail. house.gov, Vita.swarers@mail.house.gov,
Justin.veillon@mail.house.gov, Todd stephens@mail.house.gov,
jacqueline.ellis@mail.house.gov, Susie.saavedra@mail.house.gov,
Cynthia.buggage@mail house.gov, Alex.manning@mail.house.gov,
Kara.mayfield@mail.house.gov, Kris.parker@mail.house.gov,
Marita.mikeska@mail.house.gov, Leonard.Cash@mail house.gov,
Sherrie.meicher@mail.house.gov, scott.graves@mail.house.gov,
Jodell.brooks@mail.house.gov, hilary.stegemoller@mail.house.gov,
Nancy.watson@mail.house.gov, Ricky.wright@mail.house.gov,
Corbette.padilta@mail.house.gov, Evan.thomas@mail.house.gov,
Joanne.powell@mail.house.gov, chelsey.hickman@mail.house.gov,
Barbara.ragland@mail.house.gov, Marcia.etie@mail.house.gov,
Michael.seeds@mail.house.gov, Lewis.Britt@mail.house.gov, bharris@mail.house.gov,




Sandra.ross@mail.house.gov, Roberta.moffet@mail house.gov, Rep.paul@mail. house.gov,

Norman.singleton@mail.house.gov, Jackie.gloor@mail.house.gov,

Tracee.tollett@mail house.gov, Dianna.kile@mail.house.gov,

connie.humphrey@mail.house.gov, salomon.torres@mail.house.gov,

cindy.garza@mail.house.gov, Desiree Mendez@mail.house.gov, fleal@mail.house.gov,

judy.mcada@mail.house.gov, chris.garcia@mail house.gov, Perry finney2@mail.house.gov,

Alexandra.sifuentes@mail house.gov, karl. mcelhaney@mail.house.gov,

Chris.kelley@mail .house.gov, myrtle johnson@mail.house.gov,

victoria.sykes@mail. house.gov, Phil shackelford@mail.house.gov,

janice.weaver@mail. house.gov, Michael.halpin@mail.house.gov,

Anita james@mail.house.gov, kathy.bergren@mail.house.gov, marywhistler@mail.house.gov,

Sylvia leal@mail.house.gov, Lisa.brooks@mail.house.gov, Leo.munoz@mail.house.gov,

brenda.muniz@mail.house.gov, Conrad.risher@mail. house.gov,

Stephanie. Smith@mail.house.gov, Susana.benavidez@mail.house.gov,

gerardo.interiano@mail house.gov, Anna.Casanova@mail.house.gov,

Morgan.mcfall@mail house.gov, Anne.overby@mail.house.gov, jt.jezierski@mail.house.gov,

. jesse.lashbrook@mail.house.gov, tyler.nelson@mail. house.gov, bryce.wong@mail. house gov,

Nathan.cook@mail.house.gov, Priscilla.golden@mail.house.gov,

Dora.galvan@mail.house.gov, Rene. munoz@mail.house.gov,

Priscilla.goiden@mail house.gov, Dora.galvan@mait.house.gov,

Elvira.puente@mail.house.gov, Yecenia martinez@mail.house.gov,

cesar.blanco@mail.house.gov, ryan.young@mail.house.gov, Susie. mlller@man house.gov,

Michael. mucchetli@mail house.gov, Ruth.Hupart@mail.house.gov,

Amanda.tyler@mail.house.gov, Barry brown@mail. house.gov,

~ James.Decker@mail.house.gov, Amanda.stevens@mail.house.gov,
Erik.with@mail.house.gov, David lehde@mail.house. gov, Patricia.bostic@mail.house.gov,
Dave.helfert@mail. house.gov, Jose.Borjon@mail.house.gov, Jana.lozano@mail.house.gov,
Denise.blanchard@mail.house.gov, Joel.munguia@mail.house.gov,
Esther.oliver@mail.house.gov, Terry.stinson@mail.house.gov, Justin.vogt@mail. house gov,

: cynthla gaona@mail.house.gov, Gilbert.lafuente@mail house.gov,
maria.gonzalez@mail. house.gov, chris.gonzales@mail.house.gov,
“ray.pruneda@maii.house.gov, Juan.sanchez@mail.nouse.gov,
Lindsay.Mosshart@mail.-house.gov, veronica.custer@mail house.gov,
Joe.reyna@mail house.gov, Marlene.clowers@mail house.gov, jose.rivera@mail.house.gov,
Murat.Gokcigdem@mail. heuse.gov, Rod givens@mail. house.gov,
Collin.Chlebak@mail house.gov, Chris.alsup@mail.house gov, Jonas miller@mail house.gov,
Jason.nicholas@mait.house.gov, Gregory.schannep@mail house.gov,
Yovanna.browne@mail.house.gov, Emily.davis@mail.house.gov,
evan.shoop@mail.house.gov, taylor.bledsoe@mail.house.gov, Ori.raphael@mail.house. gov
Flo.helion@mail.house .gov, Matt.garcia@mail house.gov, Jim _stowers@lincoln.senate.gov,
donnakay_yeargan@lincoln.senate.gov, john_hicks@lincoln.senate.gov,
stephen_lehrman@pryor.senate.gov, Andy_york@pryor.senate.gov,
randy_massanelli@pryor.senate.gov, Susie_james@pryor.senate.gov,

 Russell_hall@pryor.senate.gov, jeff.adkins@mail.house.gov,
Erika.Krennerich@mail house.gov, Chris.Heigle@mail.house.gov,
David.mcclain@mail.house.gov, Joe.dillard@mail.house.gov, james.savage@mail.house.gov,
amanda. white@mail.house.gov, Kathee facchiano@mail-house.gov, :
Zachary.hartman@mail house.gov, Philip.moore@mail.house.gov,
fillian.nichols@mail.house.gov, Sarah.hartley@mail.house.gov,
Laura.Abshire@mail.house.gov, Jeffrey.weaver@mail-house.gov,
patricia.herring@mail.house.gov, Gene.higginbotham@mail.house.gov, .
John.wright@mail house.gov, chris_stanley@vitter. senate.gov, David_doss@vitter.senate.gov,

~brenda_moore@vitter.senate.gov, Leslie_Quinn@vitter.senate.gov,
chip_layton@vitter.senate.gov, thomas_michels@landrieu.senate.gov,
tBradley_keith@landricu.senate.gov, Mark_herberi@landrieu.senate.gov,
Laverne_saulny@iandrieu.senate.gov, Tari_bradford@landrieu.senate.gov,
megan.bel@mail.house.gov, Pam.marphis@mail.house.gov, Justin.crossie@mail house.gov,
Danielle.evans@mail.house.gov, Monica.Sanders@mail.house.gov, '
murray.nelson@mail. house.gov, Michael silva@mail house.gov, vera.grill@mail.house. gov,
Barney.Arceneaux@mail.house.gov, Amanda.beheyt@mail.house.gov,
Jeri.theriot@mail.house.gov, Genee.champagne@mail house.gov,
michelle kirtley@mail.house.gov, Lisa.tanner@mail.nouse.gov,
Daniel.robinson@mail.house.gov, lee.turner@mail.house.gov, deborah.cox@mail. house. gov




Bebe.terrell@mail.house.gov, Tommie.seaton@mail.house.gov,
Jonathan.johnson@mail.house.gov, Michael biagi@mail.house.gov,

brian.mcnabb@mail house.gov, michael.hare@mail house.gov, joan finley@mail.house.gov,
Tiffany.metoyer@mail. house.gov, senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov,

- dan_alpert@bingaman.senate.gov, Terry_brunner@bingaman.senate.gov,

Patricia_Dominguez@bingaman.senate.gov, Jim_dumont@bingaman.senate.gov,

Dara_parker@bingaman.senate.gov, Melanie_Goodman@bingaman.senate.gov,

lynn_ditto@bingaman.senate.gov, Janelle_Frederick@bingaman.senate.gov,

Pablo_sedillo@bingaman.senate.gov, Andrew_black@bingaman.senate.gov,

michael _collins@tomudall.senate.gov, Andrew_Wallace@tomudall.senate.gov,

Bianca_ortizwertheim@tomudall.senate.gov, sarah_cobb@tomudall.senate.gov,

. Xochitl_torres@tomudall.senate.gov, Anna_Apodaca@tomudall.senate.gov,
Elizabeth_Driggers@tomudall.senate.gov, Michele . jacquez-ortiz@tomudall.senate.gov,
Michael _Lopez@tomudall.senate.gov, john.blair@mail.house.gov,
Maya.hermann@mail.house.gov, heather.brewer@mail.house.gov,

. Matthew.zidovsky@mail.house.gov, adrian.saenz@mail.house.gov,
peter.ambler@mail.house.gov, Monica.boyle@mail.house.gov, Drew.stout@mail.house.gov,
Joshua.sanchez@mail.house.gov, Dan.armijo@mail.house.gov,
terrinikole.baca@mail.house.gov, linda.serrato@mail .house.gov,
Jennifer.catechis@mail.house.gov, ryan_thompson@inhofe.senate.gov,
ryan_jackson@inhofe.senate.gov, Sabrina_Parker@inhofe.senate.gov,

. Michael_lee@inhofe.senate.gov, Ron_massey@inhofe.senate.gov,
Norma_barham@inhofe.senate.gov, Roland_foster@coburn.senate.gov,
Brian_Treat@coburn_senate.gov, Jerry_morris@coburn.senate.gov,
Connie_Pearson@coburn.senate.gov, matt_ball@ccburn.senate.gov,
cheryl_adams@coburn.senate.gov, Hendrik_VanDerVaart@coburn.senate.gov,
john_rainbolt@mail.house.gov, Richard. Hedgecock@mail.house.gov,
jason.buckner@mail.house.gov, Ben.robinson@mail.house.gov,
Stephen.highers@mail.house.gov, Peggy.mcgehee@mail.house.gov,
Betty.ford@mail.house.gov, courtney.box@mail.house.gov, tyler laughlin@mail. house.gov,
Troy white@mail.house.gov, stacey.glasscock@mail.house.gov,

Kyle.Domnick@mail. house.gov, blair.brandon@mail.house.gov, mona.taylor@mail.house.gov,
jill.daugherty@mail.house.gov, Amber.pollard@mail.house.gov, Keri.dennis@mail.house.gov,
Matt.wise@mail.house.gov, Derek.sparks@mail.house.gov, danielle navas@mail house.gov

Archive: This message is being viewed in an archive.

This is to let you know that the following news advisory will be sent to media outlets today. If you have
any guestions, please contact me. '

EPA to Hold Hearing on Proposed Coal Ash Regulations

(Dallas, Texas — September 7, 2010) The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a
public hearing on its first-ever national effort to regulate and ensure the safe disposal and
management of coal ash from coal-fired power plants.

The hearing will begin at 10:00 a.m. and continue until 9:00 p.m. with a break at noon and 5:00
p.m. and will continue past 9:00 p.m. if necessary. Walk-in and written comments will be
accepted at the hearing and EPA will consider public comments in its final decision.

WHO: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) |

WHAT: Public Hearing on Proposed Coal Ash Regulations

WHEN:  Wednesday, September &, 2010
10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.




WHERE: Hyatt Regency Dallas
300 Reunion Boulevard
Dallas, Texas

The need for national management criteria and regulation was emphasized by the December 2008
spill of coal ash from a surface impoundment near Kingston, Tennessee. The proposal will
ensure for the first time that protective controls, such as liners and ground water monitoring, are
in place at new landfills to protect groundwater and human health. Existing surface
impoundments will also require liners, with strong incentives to close these impoundments and
transition to safer landfills which store coal ash in dry form. The proposed regulations will
ensure stronger oversight of the structural integrity of impoundments and promote
environmentally safe and desirable forms of recycling coal ash, known as beneficial uses.

EPA has proposed two main management approaches, one of which phases out surface
impoundments and moves all coal ash to landfills; the other allows coal ash to be disposed in
surface impoundments, but with stricter safety criteria.

More information about the proposed fegulation: hitpy/www.epa. gov/coalashrule

To view the chart comparing the two approaches: http.//www.cpa.gov/coalashrule/ccr-table.htm

More about activities in EPA Region 6: http://www.epa.gov/region6
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Congressional Liaison
US EPA, Region 6
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United States Region &

Environmental - External Affairs (6XA)

News Advisory
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 .

www.epa.goviregiong Public Information: (800) 887-6063

For more information contact Dave Bary at 214-665-2200 or répressfepa.gqov
Subseribe fo receive e-mail copies of Region 6 news releases at: www.epa.goviregion/6xalrénews_mailing_list.htm

EPA to Hold Hearing on Proposed Coal Ash Regulations

(Dallas, Texas — September 7, 2010) The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public hearing
on its first-ever national effort to regulate and ensure the safe disposal and management of coal ash from coal-
fired power plants.

The hearing will begin at 10:00 a.m. and continue until 9:00 p.m. with a break at noon and 5:00 p.m. and will
continue past 9:00 p.m. if necessary. Walk-in and written comments will be accepted at the hearing and EPA
will consider public comments in its final decision.

WHO: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
WHAT:  Public Hearing on Proposed Coal Ash Regulations

WHEN: Wednesday, September 8, 2010
10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

WHERE: Hyatt Regency Dallas
300 Reunion Boulevard
Dallas, Texas

The need for national management criteria and regulation was emphasized by the December 2008 spill of coal
ash from a surface impoundment near Kingston, Tennessee. The proposal will ensure for the first time that
protective controls, such as liners and ground water monitoring, are in place at new landfills to protect
groundwater and human health. Existing surface impoundments will also require liners, with strong incentives
to close these impoundments and transition to safer landfills which store coal ash in dry form. The proposed
regulations will ensure stronger oversight of the structural integrity of impoundments and promote
environmentally safe and desirable forms of recycling coal ash, known as beneficial uses.

EPA has proposed two main management approaches, one of which phases out surface impoundments and
moves all coal ash to landfills; the other allows coal ash to be disposed in surface impoundments, but with

stricter safety criteria.

More information about the proposed regulation: http://www.epa.gov/coalashrule

To view the chart comparing the two approaches: http./www.epa.gov/coalashrule/cer-table.htm

More about activities in EPA Region 6: http://www.cpa.pov/regiont
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{In Archive} Garland Creosoting Superfund site community meeting Oct. 14 in
Longview
Cynthia Fanning tio: 09/13/2010 01:22 PM
Troy_lyons, shea_woodard, Andi_ball, John_etue, byron_campbell,
Yesenia_Monsour, julian_alvarez, jason_fuller, albert_cheng,
andrew_blaylock, Robin_millican, russ_thomasson,
Bee: Theresa_lLavery, Sandy_edwards, John_Wood, Coliin_mclochlin,
Linda_bazaco, ana_garcia, jay_guerrero, jason_fuller, brent_oden,
daniel_mezza, Gail_Green, louie.gohmert, michaetl.tomberlin,
jonna.fitzgerald, Melinda.kartye

From: Cynthia Fanning/R6/USEPA/US
Tor .
Beo: Troy_lyons@hutchison.senate . gov, shea_woodard@hutchison.senate.gov,

~ Andi_bali@hutchison.senate.gov, John_etue@hutchison.senate.gov,
byron_campbell@hutchison.senate.gov, Yesenia_Monsour@hutchison.senate.gov,
julian_alvarez@hutchison.senate.gov, jason_fuller@hutchison.senate.gov,
albert_cheng@hutchison.senate.gov, andrew_blaylock@cornyn.senate.gov,
Robin_millican@cornyn.senate.gov, russ_thomasson@cornyn.senate.gov,
Theresa_lLavery@cornyn.senate.gov, Sandy_edwards@cornyn.senate.gov,
John_Wood@cornyn.senate.gov, Collin_mclochlin@cernyn.senate.gov,
Linda_bazaco@cornyn.senate.gov, ana_garcia@cornyn.senate.gov,
jay_guerrerc@cornyn.senate.gov, jason_fuller@hutchison.senate.gov,
brent_ocden@cornyn.senate.gov, daniel_mezza@cornyn.senate.gov,
Gail_Green@cornyn.senate.gov, louie.gohmenrt@mail.house.gov,
michael.tomberlin@mail.house.gov, jonna.fitzgerald@mail.house.gov,
Melinda.kartye@mail.house.gov

Archive; This message is being viewed in an archive.

This is to let you know that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in partnership with
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) will host a community meeting to
announce the completion of the remedial action for the Garland Creosoting Superfund site in
Longview, Texas. EPA started the remedial action for this site in August 2009. The funding for
this remedial action was provided under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

The community meeting will be held on:
Thursday, October 14, 2010

from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Longview Public Library

222 West Cotton Street

Longview, TX 75601

More information about the meeting is available in the attached mailer. More information about the site is
available at http://www.epa.gov/earth1r6/6sf/pdffites/0601644 .pdf. If you have any questions, please
contact me.

Gatland Ci Invitation_140ct10.pdf
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
in partnership with the Texas Commission on En-
vironmental Quality (TCEQ) will host a communi-
ty meeting to announce the completion of the
remedial action for the Garland Creosoting Super-
fund site in Longview, Texas. EPA started the
remedial action for this site in August 2009. The
funding for this remedial action was provided un-
der the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act. ’

_ _ You Are Invited to a
g @g U.S. EPA Region 6
5,% s Community Meeting for the

Garland Creosoting Superfund Site

The community meeting will be held on:

Thursday, October 14, 2010
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Longview Public Library
222 West Cotton Street
Longview, TX 75601

If you have further site related questions, please
contact Mr. Philip Allen at 214-665-8516 or the
EPA toll-free number, 1-800-533-3508.

This public meeting is being held in a fully accessible facility. Should you have specific needs or
questions about this facility’s compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act requirements, please
contact Phyllis June Hoey, Community Involvement Coordinator/SEE, U.S. EPA at 1-800-533-3508
(toll-free).

Unitad States
Environmental Protection
Agency

SEPA

Region 6
1445 Ross Ave. (6SF-VO}
Dallas, TX 75202







{In Archive} Update on Texas air permitting

Cynthia Fanning to: 09/15/2010 11:44 AM
mayor tililman, Shelly botkin, clizabeth.fazio_hc, sean.haynes,
Amanda.flores, craig.adair, Matthew.Johnston, david.edmonson,
Janice.mccoy, susan.nold, kirk.watson, Dan.Buda, jonna fitzgerald,
michael.tomberlin, louie.gohmert, Janet.Diaz-Brown,
Heather.ramsey-cook, kristin.barrs, rmhall, Kyle.coliver,
Tom.hughes, Linda.schenck, Eric.cain, Judy.rowton, Martha.glover,
Marjorie.chandler, Michael.weems, Ron.wright, Michael.taylor,
jodi.saegesser, Karla.carr, Dub.maines, doug.centilli,

Bee: Kimberly.thompson, sarah.stephens, Brandon.reese, Vita.swarers,
chelsey.hickman, Barbara.ragland, Michael.seeds, Lewis.Britt,
bharris, Sandra.ross, Roberta.moffet, Rep.paul, Norman.singfeton,
Jackie.gloor, Dianna kile, Perry finney2, Alexandra.sifuentes,
karl.mcelhaney, jt.jezierski, jesse.lashbrook, tyler.nelson,
Nathan.cook, Rebin.lloyd, Rene.munoz, Elvira.puente,
Yecenia.martinez, cesar.blanco, Jose.Borjon, Denise.blanchard,
Esther.oliver, dave.helfert, Lindsay.Mosshart, veronica.custer,
Joe.reyna, David Gray

From: ' Cynthia Fanning!RG/USEPNUS
To:
Beeo: mayor.tillman@gmail.com, Shelly.botkin@speaker.state.tx.us,

elizabeth.fazio_hc@house.state.tx.us, sean.haynes@house.state.bx.us.,
Amanda.flores@house.state.tx.us, craig.adair@house state.tx.us,
Matthew . Johnston@house.state. tx.us, david edmonson@senate.state. tx.us,
Janice.mccoy@senate.state . x.us, susan.nold@senate state.tx.us,
kirk.watson@senaie state.tx.us, Dan.Buda@senate.state. tx.us,
jonna fitzgerald@mail.house.gov, michael.tomberlin@mail. house.gov,
louie.gohmert@mail.house.gov, Janet.Diaz-Brown@mail.house.gav,
Heather.ramsey-cook@mail house.gov, kristin.barrs@mail.house.gov, rmhall@mail.house.gov,
Kyle.oliver@mail.house.gov, Tom.hughes@mail.house.gov, Linda.schenck@mail.house.gov,
Eric.cain@mail.house.gov, Judy.rowton@mail. house.gov, Martha.glover@mail. house gov,
Marjorie.chandier@mail.house.gov, Michael.weems@mail.house.gov, :
Ron.wright@mail.house.gov, Michael.taylor@mail.house.gov, jodi.saegesser@mail.house.gov,
Karla.carr@mail-house.gov, Dub.maines@mail.house.gov, doug.centilli@mail.house.gov,
Kimberly thompson@mail. house.gov, sarah.stephens@mail.house.gov,
Brandon.reese@mail house.gov, Vita.swarers@mail.house.gov,
chelsey.hickman@mail.house.gov, Barbara.ragland@mail.house.gov,
Michael seeds@mail.house.gov, Lewis.Britt@mail house.gov, bharris@mail.house.gov,
Sandra.ross@mail.house.gov, Roberia. moffet@mail.house.gov, Rep.paul@mail.house.gov,
Norman.singleton@mail.house.gov, Jackie.gloor@mail.house.gov,
Dianna.kile@mail.house.gov, Perry.finney2@mail.house.gov,
Alexandra.sifuentes@mail.house.gov, karl. mcelhaney@mail. house.gov,
Jijezierski@mail.house.gov, jesse.lashbrook@mail.house.gov, tyler.nelson@mail.house.gov,
Nathan.cook@mail.hcuse.gov, Robin.Lloyd@mail.house.gov, Rene.munoz@mail.house.gov,
- Elvira.puente@mail.house.gov, Yecenia.martinez@mail.house.gov,
cesar.blanco@mail.house.gov, Jose.Borjon@mail.house.gov,
Denise.blanchard@mail.house.gov, Esther.cliver@mail.house.gov,
dave. helfert@mail. house.gov, Lindsay. Mosshart@rmail.house.gov,
veronica.custer@mail.house.gov, Joe.reyna@mail.house.gov, David
Gray/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Archive: This message is being viewed in an archive.

This is to keep you apprised of our work with the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) to address air permitting program deficiencies and review the state's
proposed changes. The Clean Air Act requires EPA o review permits proposed by the
state and raise any objections within 45 days. The EPA regional office in Dallas is




fulfilling its statutory requirement as one measure to ensure the state's program
complies with national law.

Since my last update, EPA has continued to raise objections on permits proposed by
the state. To date, EPA has commented on 42 permits including:

NRG Texas Power, Limestone County; Chevron Phillips Philtex Plant, Hutchinson

. County; ExxonMobil Oil Corporation, Baytown Chemical Plant, Harris County; and
Qiltanking Beaumont Partners, L.P. Special Warehousing and Storage, Jefferson
County. The state has 90 days to satisfy the objections by rev;smg and resubmlttlng
proposed permits or the permits default to EPA.

[ hope this update is helpful. Please let me know if you have any gquestions.

P L L I e 1

Cynthia Fanning
Congressional Liaison
US EPA, Region 6

- 214-665-2142

fax 214-665-2118

i N Tt Bl Tl el e el el sl Santt 5




{In Archive} News release: EPA Announces Voluntary Program for Flexible
Permit Holders
Cynthia Fanning to:

Bee:

Troy_lyons, shea_woodard, Andi_ball, John_etue, byron_campbeli,
Yesenia_Monsour, julian_alvarez, jason_fuller, albert_cheng,
andrew_blaylock, Robin_millican, russ_thomasson,
Theresa_Lavery, Sandy_edwards, John_Wood, Collin_| mclochhn
Linda_bazaco, ana_garcia, jay _guerrero, jason_fuller, brent_oden,
daniel_mezza, Gail_Green, louie.gohmert, michael.tomberlin,
jonna fitzgerald, Melinda.kartye, Janet.Diaz-Brown,
Heather.ramsey-cook, kristin.barrs, Kim.brode,
samjohnsoncasework, Mark.williams, Lori.mcmahon,
Gabriella.Pate, rmhall, Kyle.oliver, Tom.hughes, Linda.schenck,
Eric.cain, Judy.rowton, Martha.glover, Marjorie.chandler,
Edward.skala, Brian.chase, Barbara.luce, Richard.sanders,
Michael weems, Ron.wright, Michael.taylor, jodi.saegesser,
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This is to let you know that the following news release will be distributed today If you have any quesnons
please let me know.

EPA Announces Voluntary Program for Flexible Permit Holders




(Dallas, Texas — September 20, 2010) Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
announced its voluntary Audit Program to help companies with Flexible Permits obtain air
quality permits that meet state and federal requirements and the protections of the Clean Air Act
(CAA). The TCEQ's Flexible Permits program was never approved by EPA into the state

- implementation plan (SIP).

"Our main objective is to get each and every permit holder a federally approved permit issued by
the TCEQ)," said Regional Administrator Al Armendariz. "The program benefits companies by
providing liability protection, and benefits communities by identifying clear enforceable
pollution limits and developing projects to mitigate past environmental impacts. It's a real

- win-win."”

The Audit Program will offer a covenant from civil enforcement by the federal government, for
instances where companies with Flexible Permits operated outside of federal requirements
provided that companies agree to and complete the proposed audit program. In addition,
companies who enter the audit will no longer be subject to EPA's use of Tltle V tools for permits
issued that do not contain all CAA requirements.

The Audit Program is available for 90 days after publication in the Federal Register. Participants
who sign up in the first 45 days can take advantage of a reduced penalty incentive for potential
violations. :

Under the program, a third-party auditor will conduct an independent review of operations,
modifications, and permitting activities that occurred since the issuance of the flexible permit, so
that the federally-applicable requirements can be identified for a new permit. These independent
findings would be directly transmitted to the company and EPA and used to establish new limits
in state-issued permits. EPA anticipates the audit process to take about one year.

The Audit Program requires participants to obtain federally-approved state permits from the
TCEQ. A company would enter into a Consent Agreement and Final Order with EPA based on
the findings of the third-party audit. This audit program and CAFO would resolve any New
Source Review non-compliance issues that occurred while operating with the Flexible Permit
provided that the companies complete the audit program.

The Audit Program encourages companies to sponsor local community projects that will bring
environmental and public health benefits to the people impacted by their daily operations.

The federal audit program is one of two paths available today for companies to transition their
flexible permits to a permit that meets federal and state requirements. EPA is also inviting
companies to contact the EPA Region 6 Compliance Assurance and Enforcement Division if they
are interested in more direct negotiations with EPA that would result in federally—enforceable
permits and resolution of non-compliance and Title V uncertainty.

EPA is also discussing with TCEQ the structure for a state-operated program, with EPA
concurrence, that would transition flexible permits to permits that meet federal and state




requirements. Discussions are ongoing, but the program is not yet available.

EPA proposed the Audit Program in June 2010. The program was published in the Federal
Register for public comment which closed on July 2, 2010. The final program incorporates
changes based on comments received.

The Audit Program will be published in the Federal Register within 10 days of today's
announcement. The Audit Program is available for 90 days after publication in the Federal
Register. A copy of the Audit Program is immediately available on the website at
http://www.epa.gov/regiond. '

More about activities in EPA Region 6: http://www.epa.gov/region6

EPA audio file is available at http://www.epa.gov/region6/6xa/podcast/sep2010.htmti
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This is to let you know that the following news brief will be distributed today. If you have any questions or
if you wish to be removed from this notification list, please let me know.

Texas receives nearly $140,000 to Protect Citizens from Asbestos

(DALLAS - October 8, 2010) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) awarded
$138,678 to Texas to protect citizens from possible asbestos exposures. The project will
- continue to prevent unnecessary exposure to asbestos in the workplace and in buildings.

The project is covered under the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA). The

- program provides protection through on-site surveillance where asbestos is found. AHERA
requires local education agencies to inspect schools for asbestos-containing building materzal and
prepare management plans to reduce the hazard. The Act also establishes a program for the
training and accreditation of individuals performing certain types of asbestos work

~ Although asbestos is hazardous, human risk of asbestos disease depends upon exposure.
Removal is often not the best course of action to reduce asbestos exposure. Improper removal
may create a dangerous situation where none previously existed. EPA only requires removal in
order to prevent significant public exposure to asbestos, such as during building renovation or
demolition. EPA recommends in-place management whenever asbestos is discovered. Instead
of removal, implementation of a management plan will usually control fiber release when
_materials are not significantly damaged and are not likely to be disturbed.

Additional information on EPA grants: http://www.epa.gov/region6/gandf/index.htm

More about activities in EPA Region 6: http://www.epa.gov/regiond

EPA audio file is available at: http://www.epa.gov/region6/6xa/podcast/oct2010.html
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Texas receives nearly $140,000 to Protect Citizens from Asbestos

(DALLAS — October 8,2010) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) awarded $138,678 to
Texas to protect citizens from possible asbestos exposures. The project will continue to prevent unnecessary
exposure to asbestos in the workplace and in buildings.

The project is covered under the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA). The program

~ provides protection through on-site surveillance where asbestos is found. AHERA requires local education
agencies to inspect schools for asbestos-containing building material and prepare management plans to reduce
the hazard. The Act also establishes a program for the training and accreditation of individuals performing
certain types of asbestos work '

Although asbestos is hazardous, human risk of asbestos disease depends upon exposure. Removal is often not
the best course of action to reduce asbestos exposure. Improper removal may create a dangerous situation
where none previously existed. EPA only requires removal in order to prevent significant public exposure to
asbestos, such as during building renovation or demolition. EPA recommends in-place management whenever
asbestos is discovered. Instead of removal, implementation of a management plan will usually control fiber
release when materials are not significantly damaged and are not likely to be disturbed.

Additional information on EPA grants: htip:/www.epa.gov/region6/gandf/index.htm

More about activities in EPA Region 6: littp.//www.epa.gov/region6

EPA audio file is available at: http://www.epa.gov/region6/6xa/podeast/oct2010.him]
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Texas receives nearly $140,000 to Protect Citizens from Asbestos

(DALLAS — October 8, 2010) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) awarded $138,678 to
Texas to protect citizens from possible asbestos exposures. The project will continue to prevent unnecessary
exposure to asbestos in the workplace and in buildings.

The project is covered under the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA). The program
provides protection through on-site surveillance where asbestos is found. AHERA requires local education
agencies to inspect schools for asbestos-containing building material and prepare management plans to reduce
the hazard. The Act also establishes a program for the training and accreditation of individuals performing

- certain types of asbestos work

Although asbestos is hazardous, human risk of asbestos disease depends upon exposure. Removal is often not
the best course of action to reduce asbestos exposure. Improper removal may create a dangerous situation
where none previously existed. EPA only requires removal in order to prevent significant public exposure to
asbestos, such as during building renovation or demolition. EPA recommends in-place management whenever
asbestos is discovered. Instead of removal, implementation of a management plan will usually control fiber
release when materials are not significantly damaged and are not likely to be disturbed.

Additional information on EPA grants: http://www.epa.gov/regiond/gandf/index.htm

More about activities in EPA Region 6: hitp://fwww.epa.gov/regionb

EPA audio file is available at: http://www.epa.gov/re,qi0n6/6xa/z30dca§t/oct20] 0.htm|
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This is to let you know that the following news release will be distributed today. If you wish to be removed
from this notification list, or if you have any questions, please contact me.

Flint Hill Resourées, LP Agrees to Transition Its
Texas Flexible Permits to Federally Approved Clean Air Act Permits
Transition affects facilities in Corpus Christi, Port Arthur and Longview

(DALLAS — October 22, 2010) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announces
that a process has been developed, through work with Flint Hills Resources (FHR) and the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), to transition FHR’s four air pollution permits
that contain Texas Subchapter G flexible air permits to State Implementation Plan-approved
(STP-approved) permits consistent with the Clean Air Act.

EPA has been working with TCEQ, industry, community and environmental organizations to
address changes to the air permitting program. In September 2010, EPA and TCEQ released a
draft four-step transition process at a meeting in Austin. While those discussions are continuing,
FHR proceeded to tailor the draft transition process to its facilities with flexible permits.




“The process we have agreed to with Flint Hills Resources is an excellent one, and we look
forward to working with the company to complete the work to transition their permits,” stated Al
Armendariz, Regional Administrator for EPA Region 6. “It is our hope that the FHR process
will serve as a model for other companies seeking to transition to federally-approved permits.”

The applications for SIP-approved permits will be implemented by TCEQ, which remains the
primary air permitting authority in the state, reviewed by EPA, and available to the public for
review and comment. The company will begin the transition process by submitting a permit
application to the State within 30 days, followed by the preparation of a historical permit analysis
and a permit amendment over the next 12-month period.

"Over the past several months, Flint Hills Resources has worked proactively with EPA and
TCEQ," said Brad Razook, president and chief executive officer for Flint Hills Resources. "We
appreciate the agencies' cooperation and hard work in developing a process for Flint Hills to
move forward with transitioning our permits i the state.”

This effort began when EPA objected to a proposed minor revision of the Title V permit for
FHR’s East Refinery in Corpus Christi, Texas. EPA objected to 1) the incorporation of a flexible
permit into the Title V permit, 2) the incorporation by reference of underlying permits into the
Title V permit, 3) inadequate length of time that records were maintained under the general
record keeping provision, and 4) the identification of stationary vents in the Title V permit. The
transition process announced today and other changes to the FHR East Refinery permit resolve
the EPA objections, clear the way for TCEQ to act on the company's permit applications, bring
regulatory certainty to the company and will provide the public the clarity they are entitled to in
the permits being held by major FHR facilities in Corpus Christi, Port Arthur and Longview.

We look forward to continuing our work with TCEQ and FHR to complete the steps outlined in
the October 20, 2010 letter.

Flint Hills Resources Letter to EPA is available at
http://www.epa.gov/region6/6xa/pdf/10-20-10_entire document final-thr to epa.pdf

EPA Letter to Flint Hills Resources is available at _
http://www.epa.gov/region6/6xa/pdf/10-21-10_epa_letter to_fha with all transition attachment

s.pdf

More about activities in EPA Region 6 is available at http://www.epa.gov/regiont

~ EPA audio file is available at http://www.epa.gov/region6/6xa/podcast/oct2010.html
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Flint Hill Resources, LP Agrees to Transition Its

Texas Flexible Permits to Federally Approved Clean Air Act Permits
Transition affects facilities in Corpus Christi, Port Arthur and Longview

(DALLAS — October 22, 2010) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announces that a process
has been developed, through work with Flint Hills Resources (FHR) and the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ), to transition FHR’s four air pollution permits that contain Texas Subchapter G
flexible air permits to State Implementation Plan-approved (SIP-approved) permits consistent with the Clean
Air Act.

EPA has been working with TCEQ), industry, community and environmental organizations to address changes
* to the air permitting program. In September 2010, EPA and TCEQ released a draft four-step transition
process at a meeting in Austin. While those discussions are continuing, FHR proceeded to tailor the draft
transition process to its facilities with flexible permits.

“The process we have agreed to with Flint Hills Resources is an excellent one, and we look forward to working
with the company to complete the work to transition their permits,” stated Al Armendariz, Regional
Administrator for EPA Region6. “It is our hope that the FHR process will serve as a model for other
companies seeking to transition to federally-approved permits.”

The applications for SIP-approved permits will be implemented by TCEQ, which remains the primary air
permitting authority in the state, reviewed by EPA, and available to the public for review and comment. The
company will begin the transition process by submitting a permit application to the State within 30 days,
followed by the preparation of a historical permit analysis and a permit amendment over the next 12-month
period.

"Over the past several months, Flint Hills Resources has worked proactively with EPA and TCEQ)," said Brad
Razook, president and chief executive officer for Flint Hills Resources. "We appreciate the agencies'
cooperation and hard work in developing a process for Flint Hills to move forward with transitioning our

_ permits in the state.” '

This effort began when EPA objected to a proposed minor revision of the Title V permit for FHR’s East
Refinery in Corpus Christi, Texas. EPA objected to 1) the incorporation of a flexible permit into the Title V
permit, 2) the incorporation by reference of undetrlying permits into the Title V permit, 3) inadequate length of
time that records were maintained under the general record keeping provision, and 4) the identification of '
stationary vents in the Title V permit. The transition process announced today and other changes to the FHR
Fast Refinery permit resolve the EPA objections, clear the way for TCEQ to act on the company’s permit
applications, bring regulatory certainty to the company and will provide the public the clarity they are entltled
to in the permits being held by major FHR facilities in Corpus Christi, Port Arthur and Longview.

We look forward to continuing our work with TCEQ and FHR to complete the steps outlined in the October
20, 20106 letter.



.- Flint Hills Resources Letter to EPA is available at hitp://www epa.gov/region6/6xalpd10-20-
- 10_entire_document final-fhr_to_epa.pdf ‘

EPA Letter to Flint Hills Resources is available at http://www.epa.gov/regiont/6xa/pdff10-21-
10_epa_letier to_tha_with_all_transition atta_'chments.pdf

" More about activities in EPA Region 6 is available at http://www.cpa.gov/regiont

EPA audio file is available at hitp://www epa.gov/region6/6xa/podcast/oct2010.htm}
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Results for 2010
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This is to let you know that this news release will be distributed today. If you have any questions or if you
wish to be removed from this notification list, please let me know.

EPA Region 6 Compliance and Enforcement Results for 2010

(DALLAS - December 6, 2010) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regional
office announced that enforcement actions in fiscal year 2010 resulted in $887 million in
pollution controls by companies, governments and other regulated entities. The region estimates -
a total of 83 million pounds of pollutants will be reduced, treated or eliminated as well as 1.9
billion pounds of hazardous waste from five states. In addition, over $14 million will be used to
pay environmental penalties. The Dallas office is responsible for federal env1r0nmenta1

programs in Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.

“Holding polluters responsible is a part of our work. It’s important to make clear that when
people break environmental laws — laws that have proven over these last 40 years to have had a
marked difference in people's lives — they put people and communities at risk,” said EPA
Regional Administrator Al Armendariz. “We have a strong record of success in enforcing
environmental crimes and will continue to do so whenever necessary to protect people and




communities.”

In 2010, EPA brought to conclusion over 500 enforcement actions against environmental
violators in the five state region. A state-by-state summary is available at
http://www.epa.gov/earth1r6/6en/10-axns.html.

EPA and state regulatory agencies share environmental enforcement authority for regulated
businesses and industry within each state. Through close coordination, the agencies focus on
enforcement actions which bring about the most environmental bénefit. Often, these
investigations and actions are brought by both federal and state agencies. EPA and state agencies
also bring separate environment enforcement cases as part of our shared annual planning efforts.

For 40 years, EPA has carried out a mission to protect the air we breathe, to safeguard the water
that flows through our communities and into our homes, and to care for the land where we build
homes, schools and businesses. Compliance with environmental laws is essential to controlling
pollution and protecting the people from exposure to harmful chemicals.

More about activities in EPA Region 6: http://www.epa.gov/region6

EPA audio file is available at: httn://www.epa.gov/region6/6xa/podcast/dec2010.html
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EPA Region 6 Compliance and Enforcement Results for 2010

(DALLAS — December 6, 2010) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regional office announced
that enforcement actions in fiscal year 2010 resulted in $887 million in pollution controls by companies,
governments and other regulated entities. The region estimates a total of 83 million pounds of polutants will

~ be reduced, treated or eliminated as well as 1.9 billion pounds of hazardous waste from five states. In addition,
over $14 million will be used to pay environmental penalties. The Dallas office is responsible for federal
environmental programs in Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.

“Holding polluters responsible is a part of our work. It’s important to make clear that when people break
environmental laws — laws that have proven over these last 40 years to have had a marked difference in
‘people's lives — they put people and communities at risk,” said EPA Regional Administrator Al Armendariz.
“We have a strong record of success in enforcing environmental crimes and will continue to do so whenever
necessary to protect people and communities.”

In 2010, EPA brought to conclusion over 500 enforcement actions against environmental violators in the five
state region. A state-by-state summary is available at http://www.epa.gov/earth1r6/6en/10-axns.html.

. EPA and state regulatory agencies share environmental enforcement authority for regulated businesses and
industry within each state. Through close coordination, the agencies focus on enforcement actions which bring
about the most environmental benefit. Often, these investigations and actions are brought by both federal and
state agencies. EPA and state agencies also bring separate environment enforcement cases as part of our
shared annual planning efforts.

For 40 years, EPA has carried out a mission to protect the air we breathe, to safeguard the water that flows
through our communities and into our homes, and to care for the land where we build homes, schools and
‘businesses. Compliance with environmental laws is essential to controlling pollution and protecting the people
from exposure to harmful chemicals.

More about activities in EPA Region 6: hitp://www.cpa.gov/regiont

EPA audio file is available at: http://www.cpa.gov/region6/6xa/podceast/dec2010.html
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{In Archive} Ozone NAAQS will be set in July 2011
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Under Administrator Jackson’s leadership, in January the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
proposed stricter standards for smog - standards that would help prevent up to 12,000 premature deaths,
58,000 cases of aggravated asthma and save up to $100 billion dollars in health costs. The proposed
standard would replace an existing standard set during the previous Administration, which many -
including the Agency's independent team of expert scientists known as Clean Air Science Advisory
Committee (CASAC) - believed did not go far enough to protect public health.

Administrator Jackson proposed that EPA select a standard in the range that CASAC indicated would be
.protective of Americans' health. As part of EPA’s extensive review of the science, Administrator Jackson
will ask CASAC for further interpretation of the epidemiological and clinical studies they used to make -
their recommendation. To ensure EPA's decision is grounded in the best science, EPA will review the
input CASAC provides before the new standard is selected. Given this ongoing scientific review, a final
standard - which will be in the range recommended by the CASAC - will by set by the end of July 2011.

In addition to this standard, EPA is moving forward with a number of national rules that will significantly
reduce pollution and improve public health for all Americans. These include rules designed to reduce
harmful emissions from cars, power plants and other industrial facilities that contribute to ozone formation.
Taking additional time to complete the scientific review of the ozone standard will not delay the public
health benefits of these rules.

More information about NAAQS is available at htip://www.epa.gov/ttn/naags/. If you have any questions,
please contact me.




faadt Bl el et it B el Rl et i Sl Sl

Cynthia Fanning
Congressicnal Liaison
US EPA, Region 6
214-665-2142

fax 214-665-2118 -

L el T adh Ntk el adi Jhadh et Janiit Bandit Janlil el




{In Archive} News release: EPA to Resample Air at Temple Elementary
School
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This is to let you know that the following news release was distributed today. If you have any questions,
please contact my colleague, Lawanda Thomas, at 214-665-7466, as | am out of the office until Monday.

EPA to Resample Air at Temple Elementary School

_(DALLAS — December 16, 2010) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced
that they will resample air at Temple Elementary School for acrolein. The agency made this
determination after results of a short term laboratory study raised questions about the consistency
and reliability of monitoring results for acrolein.

Acrolein is a chemical formed from the burning of tobacco, gasoline and other oil products.
Some industries use acrolein to make other chemicals. Breathing in the chemical can cause
short-term respiratory tract irritation and congestion. Children with asthma may be more
sensitive to lung irritation from acrolein.

The school, located in Diboll, Texas, was selected for monitoring because of its proximity to a
plywood manufacturing facility. From Oct. 28, 2009, to Mar. 8, 2010, air monitors collected air
samples at the school. EPA analyzed the results to see if there was a concern from short or
long-term exposures. With the exception of acrolein all other volatile organic compounds are
below levels of significant concem for short-term and long-term exposures.

Following the study of its previous acrolein monitoring methods, EPA has identified several
steps that should significantly improve accuracy of acrolein sampling. EPA plans to conduct
additional sampling in early 2011 at the site.

The Schools Air Toxics Monitoring Initiative, which monitored outside air at 63 schools in 22
states and two tribal areas, is designed to help EPA and state environmental agencies understand
whether long-term exposure to air toxics poses health concerns for children and staff at the
schools. The initiative is in addition to ongoing state, local and national air quality monitoring
and assessments.

More information is available at http://www.epa.gov/schoolair/acrolein.htm

More about activities in EPA Region 6 is available at hitp://www.epa.gov/region6




EPA audio file is available at http://www.epa.gov/region6/6xa/podcast/dec2010.html
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EPA to Resample Air at Temple Elementary School

(DALLAS — December 16, 2010) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that they
will resample air at Temple Elementary School for acrolein. The agency made this determination after results
of a short term laboratory study raised questions about the consistency and reliability of monitoring results for
acrolein. ‘

Acrolein is a chemical formed from the burning of tobacco, gasoline and other oil products. Some industries
use acrolein to make other chemicals. Breathing in the chemical can cause short-term respiratory tract
irritation and congestion. Children with asthma may be more sensitive to lung irritation from acrolein.

- The school, located in Diboll, Texas, was selected for monitoring because of its proximity to.a plywood
manufacturing facility. From Oct. 28, 2009, to Mar. 8, 2010, air monitors collected air samples at the school.
EPA analyzed the results to see if there was a concern from short or long-term exposures. With the exception
of acrolein all other volatile organic compounds are below levels of significant concern for short-term and
long-term exposures. :

Following the study of its previous acrolein monitoring methods, EPA has identified several steps that should
significantly improve accuracy of acrolein sampling. EPA plans to conduct additional sampling in early 2011
at the site. '

The Schools Air Toxics Monitoring Initiative, which monitored outside air at 63 schools in 22 states and two
tribal areas, is designed to help EPA and state environmental agencies understand whether long-term exposure
to air toxics poses health concerns for children and staff at the schools. The initiative is in addition to ongoing
state, local and national air quality monitoring and assessments.

More information is available at http://www.epa.gov/schoolait/acrolein.htm

More about activities in EPA Region 6 is available at http://www.epa.gov/region6
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 23, 2010

This is to let you know that the following news release will be distributed today. if you have any questions
or if you wish to be removed from this notification list, please contact me.

EPA Completes Framework for Greenhouse Gas
-Permitting Programs

EPA and states have worked closely to ensure a smooth
transition

WASHINGTON — U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is issuing the final series of actions that
will ensure that the largest industrial facilities can get Clean Air Act permits that cover greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions beginning in January 2011. These actions are part of EFA’s common sense approach to
GHG permitting outlined in the spring 2010 tailoring rule.

The first set of actions will give EPA authority to permit GHGs in seven states (Ariz., Ark., Fla., Idaho,
Kan., Ore., and Wyo.) until the state or local agencies can revise their permitting regulations to cover
these emissions. EPA is taking additional steps to disapprove part of Texas' Clean Air Act permitting
program and the agency will also issue GHG permits to facilities in the state. These actions will ensure
that large industrial facilities will be able to receive permits for greenhouse gas emissions regardless of
where they are located. : : ‘

In the second set of actions, EPA has issued final rules that will ensure that there are n6 federal laws in
place that require any state to issue a permit for GHG emissions below levels outlined in the taitoring rule.

EPA has worked closely with the states to ensure that the transition to permitting for GHGs is smooth.
States are best suited to issue permits to sources of GHG emissions and have experience working with
industrial facilities. EPA will continue to work with states to help develop, submit, and obtain approval of
the necessary revisions to enable the affected states to issue air permits to GHG-emitting sources.

Beginning in January 2011, industries that are large emitters of GHGs, and are planning to build new
facilities or make major modifications to existing ones, must obtain air permits and implement energy
efficiency measures or, where available, cost-effective technology to reduce their GHGs emissions. This
includes the nation's largest GHG emitters, such as power plants, refineries and cement production
facilities. Emissions from small sources, such as farms and restaurants are not covered by these GHG
permitting requirements. .

More information: hitp://www.epa.gov/nsr/
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This is to let you know that EPA is extending its deadline for nominations for the EPA Hydraulic Fracturing
Study technical workshops to Friday, January 7, 2011. Please see the attached fact sheet for more
information. If you have any questions, please contact me.
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one-pager for tech warkshops 120910 1 BW pdf
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Cynthia Fanning
Congressional Liaison
US EPA, Region 6
214-665-2142

fax 214-665-2118
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Archive: This message is being viewed in an archive.

This is to let you know that EPA will hold a hearing on the proposed Greenhouse Gas Permitting
Program in Dallas this Friday. Members of the public will be able to comment on EPA’s
proposed greenhouse gas (GHG) permitting program for Texas' largest sources of GHG
emissions.

WHO: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
WHAT: Public Hearing on Proposed Actions on GHG Permitting Program in Texas
WHEN: Friday, January 14, 2011

10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., or until the last registered speaker has spoken
WHERE: Crowne Plaza Hotel DALLAS DOWNTOWN - (214) 742-5678

1015 Elm Street

Dallas, Texas 75202

The proposed rule and general information on GHG permitting is available at
http://www.epa. qovlnsr/action htmi#dec10

- Those who wish to present oral testlmony at the public hearmg are asked to contact Pamela
"Long no later than January 12, 2011,

Contact information:
~U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards

Air Quality Planning Division (C504-03)

Research Triangle Park NC 27711

Telephone: (919) 541-0641

Fax: (919) 541-5509

Long.Pam@epa.gov (preferred method of registering)

More about activities in EPA Region 6 is available at hitp://www.epa.gov/region6

GHGPub!icHeaﬁﬂgNewsﬁdﬁsm}'.pdf
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Cynthia Fanning
Congressional Liaison
US EPA, Region 6
214-665-2142

fax 214-665-2118
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United States Region 6

Environmental : External Affairs (6XA)
Protection Agency N ews Ad V I S O ry 1445 Ross Avenue

Dallas, Texas 75202-2733
www.epa.goviregiong Public information: (800) 887-6063

For more information contact Dave Bary or Joe Hubbard at 214-665-2200 or rpress@epa.qov
Subscribe to receive e-mail copies of Region 6 news releases at: www.epa.gov/region6/6xarénews_mailing_list.htm

EPA to Hold Hearing on Proposed Greenhouse Gas Permitting Program

(DALLAS — January 11, 2011} The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a hearing regarding
Clean Air Act permitting in Texas. The members of the public will be able to comment on EPA’s proposed
greenhouse gas (GHQ) permitting program for Texas’ largest sources of GHG emissions.

WHO: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
WHAT:  Public Hearing on Proposed Actions on GHG Permitting Program in Texas

WHEN:  Frday, January 14,2011
SR © 10:00 am. 10" 7:00 p.m., or until the last registered speaker has spoken

WHERE: Crowne Plaza Hotel DALLAS DOWNTOWN - (214) 742-5678
' 1015 Elm Street
Dallas, Texas 75202

The proposed rule and general information on GHG permitting is available at
http.//www.epa.gov/nsr/action.html#dec10

Those who wish to present oral testimony at the public hearing are asked to contact Pamela Long no later than
January 12, 2011.

Contact information:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards

Alr Quality Planning Division (C504-03)

Research Triangle Park NC 27711

Telephone: (919) 541-0641

Fax: (919) 541-5509

Long.Pam@epa.gov (preferred method of registering)

More about activities in EPA Region 6 is available at http://www.epa.gov/region6
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This is to invite you to join EPA Regional Administrator Al Armendariz and other EPA officials for
a discussion about greenhouse gas permitting for business in the state of Texas. Starting this
month, applications for greenhouse gas permits will be taken by EPA to ensure companies are
able to move forward with planned construction and expansion projects. Mark your calendar
and make plans to join us!

Thursday, February 3 -

3:30 to 5:30 pm

Harris County Jury Assembly Room

1019 Congress, 1st Floor, Houston, Texas
Please RSVP via email to rGpress@epa.gov

Ll Tl S e et Tt Sl S Tl Shandit Janlih Shadit

Cynthia Fanning
Congressional Liaison
US EPA, Region 6
..214-665-2142

fax 214-665-2118
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{In Archive} News release: EPA Seeks Applicants for Environmental Justice
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This is to let you know that the news release below will be distributed today. If you have any questions or
if you wish to be removed from this contact list, please contact me.
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Congressional Liaison
US EPA, Region 6
direct 214-665-2142
office 214-665-2200
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EPA Secks Applicants for Environmental Justice Green Jobs Development
Pilot Projects

(DALLAS — April 19, 2011) To support underserved populations, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Region 6 office in Dallas is accepting applications for a $100,000 grant for
projects that promote Green Job Training and Green Job Placement. An eligible applicant
MUST BE: an incorporated non-profit organization; a Native American tribal government
{Federally recognized); OR Intertribal Consortium or Consortia (AND} located within the same
state, territory, commonwealth, or tribe that the proposed project will be located. In addition, an
eligible applicant must be able to demonstrate that it has worked directly with the affected




community.

An underserved population, for the purposes of this Request for Application, is a community,
including minority, low-income, or indigenous populations or communities, that 1s
disproportionately impacted by environmental harms and risks and has a local environmental and
public health issue that is identified in the proposal. Projects must be performed in one of the
following Region 6 states: Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and/or Texas.

Environmental justice means the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people,
regardless of race or income, in the environmental decision-making process. Environmental
justice issues often involve multiple sources of contamination, like pollution from several
industrial facilities within one neighborhood, environmental hazards at the workplace or home,
or contamination resulting from the consumption of fish or other subsistence foods.

Applications must be postmarked by May 10, 2011. For more information, including eligibility
requirements, purposes, goals, and general procedures, please visit
_http://www.epa.gov/region6/6dra/oejta/ej/e] pdfs/green jobs rfa.pdf.

More about activities in EPA Region 6 is available at http://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/region6.html

EPA audio file is available at http://Www.epa..gov/regi0n6/6xa/podcast/apr20l 1.html
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{In Archive} EPA issues final rule for TX GHG permits
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luke.murry, Heather.ramsey-cook, kristin.barrs, Kim.brode,
samjohnsoncasework, Mark.williams, Lori.mcmahon,
Gabriella.Pate, rmhall, Kyle.oliver, Tom.hughes, Linda.schenck,
Eric.cain, Judy.rowton, Martha.glover, Marjorie.chandler,
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Casey.hogan, Jonas.miller, Jason.nicholas, Gregery.schannep,
Yovanna.browne, Emily.davis, Torrie.miller, Robert.cousins,
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Archive: This message is being viewed in an archive.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a final rule that ensures that industries in Texas
can continue to seek and obtain the valid greenhouse gas (GHG) permits they need to build new facilities
or expand existing ones.

In December 2010, EPA issued an interim final rule and a parallel proposal for public comment on the
disapproval of part of Texas' Clean Air Act permitting program for GHGs. This final rule responds to the
comments the agency received. The interim final rule has been in effect since the end of last year and will
be replaced by this action when it is published in the Federal Register. Texas will continue to issue permits
to facilities for other Clean Air Act pollutants.

States are best suited to issue permits to sources of GHG emissions and have experience working with
their industrial facilities. EPA is working with a number of states as they develop, submit, and obtain
approvat of the necessary revisions to enable them to issue air permits to GHG-emitting sources and is
ready to do the same for the state of Texas.

Beginning on 'January 2, 2011, the Clean Air Act required large plants and factories planning to make
expand or build new facilities to obtain permits addressing their GHG emissions. Emissions from small
_Ssources, such as farms and restaurants, are not covered by these permitling requirements.

More information: http://www.epa.gov/nsr/
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Congressional Liaison
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{In Archive} Invitation to Gulf of Mexico Regional Listening Session on the
National Ocean Policy Strategic Action Plan Outlines
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The National Ocean Council and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency would like to invite you
to the National Ocean Policy - Gulf of Mexico Regional Listening Session on Monday, June 27,
2011, at the Galveston Island Convention Center, 5600 Seawall Boulevard, Galveston, TX,
77550. The session will be run from 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. CDT, with registration.beginning at
4:30 p.m. CDT.

We are hosting our listening session immediately following the Gulf Coast Ecosystem
Restoration Task Force Public Meeting. The listening session will begin with a plenary session
that will provide a general overview of the National Ocean Policy and strategic action plan
outlines. The plenary will be followed by concurrent breakout sessions where in-person
participants will be able to provide comments about the outlines. In-person attendees will be

~ able to submit written and verbal comments. Advance registration is highly encouraged
although in-person attendees can register on-site. The meeting space is fully accessible. If you
have special needs or require translation, please let us know.

Advance in-person registration will close Saturday, June 25.

Please register at:
http://fevents.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=Ipkzsifab&oeidk=a07e4 39vwbd39237a
d9

We would like to recommend that participants read the draft strategic action plan outlines ahead
of time. The strategic action plan outlines have been posted online at:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/oceans/sap

For the agenda and more information on other National Ocean Policy Regional Listening
Sessions, or to provide your comments online, please visit:
- http://iwww.whitehouse.gov/blog/2011/05/26/share-your-ideas-national-ocean-council-listening-s
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"'This is to'let you know that the following news release will be distributed today. If you have any questions =

or if you wish to be removed from this notification list, please contact me.
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EPA Selects Sites in Loulslana and Texas for Natlonal Study on Hydraullc
Fracturing

(DALLAS - June 23, 2011) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today, in keeping with
the Administration’s focus on ensuring that domestic resources are leveraged safely and responsibly,
announced the next steps in its congressionally mandated hydraulic fracturing study. EPA has identified
seven case studies to help inform the assessment of potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking
water resources. Two of the case study sites are in Louisiana and Texas.

Natural gas plays a key role in our nation's energy future. EPA is working closely with other federal
partners to ensure that this important resource can be developed safely.

"This is an important part of a process that will use the best science to help us better understand the
potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking water," said Paul Anastas, Assistant Administrator
for EPA’s Office of Research and Development. "We've met with comununity members, state experts and
- industry and environmental leaders to choose these case studies. This is about using the best possible
science to do what the American people expect the EPA to do: ensure that the health of their
communities and families is protected."




The two sites selected in the region were the Haynesville Shale, primarily in Northwestern Louisiana and
the Barnett Shale in North Texas. In the Haynesville Shale area EPA will monitor the hydraulic
fracturing process before construction and throughout the process of drilling. While in the Barnett Shale
area, EPA will assess existing sites for possible drinking water contamination and attempt to determine
possible pathways for contamination to reach water resources.

The sites were selected following extensive input from stakeholders, including the public, local and state
officials, industry, and environmental organizations.

The collected information will include a literature review, data from state governments, industry and
comumunities, laboratory work and computer modeling. The materials will also allow a comprehensive
assessment of the potential impacts of hydrautic fracturing on drinking water resources.

Hydraulic fracturing is a process in which large volumes of water, sand and chemicals are injected at
high pressures to extract oil and natural gas from underground rock formations. The process creates
fractures in formations such as shale rock, allowing natural gas or oil to flow into the well and be
recovered

The Barnett Shale is part of the Fort Worth Basin and covers approxnnately 24 count1es in the North
Texas area. It is the area where the technology of hydraulic fracturing with water-based fluids in shale
gas formations was pioneered, and as such is the most developed shale gas formation in the world with
approximately 15,000 production wells in the formation.

The Haynesville Shale is more than 10,000 feet deep and encompasses parts of Northwestern Louisiana,
Southwest Arkansas and East Texas. Selection of this site was based on muitiple factors, including
geologic and geographic diversity and availability.

To ensure the Agency maintains the current timeline for the study, the EPA will begin field work in some
of the selected regions this summer.

Tor a copy of the draft study plan and additional information: http://www.epa. gov/hvdrauhcfractlmng
More about activities in EPA Region 6: http://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/region6.html
HH##
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EPA Selects Sites in Louisiana and Texas for National Study on Hydraulic Fracturing

(DALLAS — June 23, 2011) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today, in keeping with the
Administration’s focus on ensuring that domestic resources are leveraged safely and responsibly, announced
the next steps in its congressionally mandated hydraulic fracturing study. EPA has identified seven case
studies to help inform the assessment of potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking water resources.
Two of the case study sites are in Louisiana and Texas.

Natural gas plays a key role in our nation's energy future. EPA is working closely with other federal partners
to ensure that this important resource can be developed safely.

~"This is an important part of a process that will use the best science to help us better understand the potential = -

impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking water," said Paul Anastas, Assistant Administrator for EPA’s
Office of Research and Development. "We've met with community members, state experts and industry and
environmental leaders to choose these case studies. This is about using the best possible science to do what
the American people expect the EPA to do: ensure that the health of their communities and families is
protected.” ‘

The two sites selected in the region were the Haynesville Shale, primarily in Northwestern Louisiana and the
Barnett Shale in North Texas. In the Haynesville Shale area EPA will monitor the hydraulic fracturing process
before construction and throughout the process of drilling. While in the Barnett Shale area, EPA will assess
existing sites for possible drinking water contamination and attempt to determine possible pathways for
contamination to reach water resources,

The sites were selected following extensive input from stakeholders, including the public, local and state
officials, industry, and environmental organizations.

The collected information will include a literature review, data from state governments, industry and
communities, laboratory work and computer modeling. The materials will also allow a comprehensive
assessment of the potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking water resources.

Hydraulic fracturing is a process in which large volumes of water, sand and chemicals are injected at high
pressures to extract oil and natural gas from underground rock formations. The process creates fractures in
formations such as shale rock, allowing natural gas or oil to flow into the well and be recovered.

The Barnett Shale is part of the Fort Worth Basin and covers approximately 24 counties in the North Texas
area. It is the area where the technology of hydraulic fracturing with water-based fluids in shale gas
formations was pioneered, and as such is the most developed shale gas formation in the world, with
approximately 15,000 production wells in the formation.

The Haynesville Shale is more than 10,000 feet deep and encompasses parts of Northwestern Louisiana,
Southwest Arkansas and East Texas. Selection of this site was based on multiple factors, including geologic
and geographic diversity and availability.




~ To ensure the Agency maintains the current timeline for the study, the EPA will begin field work in some of
the selected regions this summer. '

‘For a copy of the draft study plan and additional information: http://www.epa.gov/hydraulicfracturing

. More about activities in EPA Region 6: http://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/region6.htiml
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Clean Air and Air Permitting Milestones

(DALLAS — July 12, 2011) Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)_ahnounced
“'that all ‘flexible permit” companies in Texas have agreed to apply for approved air permits,
helping to achieve clean air in the state and providing for regulatory certainty. '

In September 2010, EPA notified all of the 136 “flexible permit’ companies that they needed to
seck Clean Air Act compliant permits from the state.

“T appxéciate the 0n_—goir§g work by Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in processing
new permits. for these Texas businesses,” said Regional Administrator Al Armendariz.

EPA recognized several companies for being far ahead of schedule or reaching an important
milestone toward obtaining new permits that satisfies conditions set forth by the agency in 2010.
Working closely with EPA, each has chosen an appropriate transition process and established an
enforceable commitment and schedule to obtain an approvable permit. They are:

Alon USA, Big Spring; _
BP Product North America, Texas City
Conoco Phillips Company, Borger;
Exxon Mobil Corporation, Baytown;
- Flint Hills Resources, Corpus Christi;
INEOS Americas LLC, Port Arthur;
INEOS Polyethylene North America, La Porte;
INEOS Polymers, La Porte;
INEOS USA, Chocolate Bayou; and
Marathon Petroleum Company LP, Texas City.

“From the beginning we knew this was going to take hard work and time,” said Regional
Administrator Al Armendariz. “We asked companies to do the right thing and if they did so we



would assist them complete the process.”

“Qur goal was to provide the citizens of Texas with the same healthy-air protections that are
provided for citizens in all other states under the Clean Air Act,” added Armendariz.

Forgoing a one-size fits all approach, EPA welcomed input from state regulators, environmental
organizations, community and business leaders in developing a variety of pathways to transition’
their air permits and eliminate regulatory uncertainty. A primary goal has been to identify clear
emission limits, operating requirements, and monitoring, reporting and recordkeeping
requirements in air permits.

“It’s great that Texas businesses would meet the challenge so quickly,” said Armendariz. “Here
we are — one year from beginning to work with the Jargest 40 permit holders — and we have
significant progress with no disruptions, no job losses, and numerous commitments from
companies to obtain Clean Air Act compliant permits through a transparent process. Several
companies have reached the first milestones ahead of schedule. People living in cities and towns
across Texas will benefit from the hard work of EPA staff and these companies.”

By following a transparent transition process, these companies will achieve our shared goal of
regulatory certainty.

The Clean Air Act ensures that businesses across the country operate efficiently and cleanly to
safeguard public health from harmful levels of air pollution. Under the Act, all states must
develop State Implementation Plans for meeting federal requirements to protect public health.
EPA approved Texas® State Implementation Plan in 1992 and the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has been 1mplement1ng that plan to the over 1500 major air
perrnltted fac1ht1es in the state of Texas

The TCEQ is the authorized Clean Air Act permitting authority in Texas. Since 1992, TCEQ
continues to operate the largest air permitting program for major and minor sources in the U.S.
Of the over 1500 major air permit holders in Texas, less than 150 companies applied for and
received non-approved flexible permits creating uncertainty about their compliance status with
the Clean Air Act. In 2007, EPA wrote to all flexible permit holders telling them of their need to
ensure compliance with federal requirements.

More about activities in EPA Region 6 is available at http://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/region6.html .

EPA audio file is available at http://www.epa.gov/region6/6xa/podcast/jul201 1.html
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Clean Air and Air Permitting Milestones

(DALLAS July 12, 2011) Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that all
‘flexible permit’ companies in Texas have agreed to apply for approved air permits, helpmg to achieve clean
air in the state and providing for regulatory certainty.

In September 2010 EPA notified all of the 136 “flexible permit’ companies that they needed to seek Clean
Air Act compliant per.rmts from the state.

“I appreciate the on-going work by Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in processing new permits
for these Texas businesses,” said Regional Administrator Al Armendariz.

EPA recognized several companies for being far ahead of schedule or reaching an important milestone
toward obtaining new permits that satisfies conditions set forth by the agency in 2010. Working closely with
EPA, each has chosen an appropriate transition process and established an enforceable commitment and
schedule to obtain an approvable permit. They are:

Alon USA, Big Spring;

BP Product North America, Texas City
Conoco Phillips Company, Borger;

Exxon Mobil Corporation, Baytown;

Flint Hills Resources, Corpus Christi;

INEOS Americas LLC, Port Arthur;

INEOS Polyethylene North America, La Porte;
INEOS Polymers, La Porte;

INEOS USA, Chocolate Bayou; and

Marathon Petroleum Company LP, Texas City.

“From the beginning we knew this was going to take hard work and time,” said Regional Administrator Al
Amendariz. “We asked companies to do the right thing and if they did so we would assist them complete the
process.”

“Qur goal was to provide the citizens of Texas with the same healthy-air protections that are provided for
citizens in all other states under the Clean Air Act,” added Armendariz.

Forgoing a one-size fits all approach, EPA welcomed input from state regulators, environmental
organizations, community and business leaders in developing a variety of pathways to transition their air
permits and eliminate regulatory uncertainty. A primary goal has been to identify clear emission limits,
operating requirements, and monitoring, reporting and recordkeeping requirements in air permits.

“It’s great that Texas businesses would meet the challenge so quickly,” said Armendaniz. “Here we are — one
year from beginning to work with the largest 40 permit holders — and we have significant progress with no



disruptions, no job losses, and numerous commitments from companies to obtain Clean Air Act compliant

- permits through a transparent process. Several companies have reached the first milestones ahead of schedule.
~ People living in cities and towns across Texas will benefit from the hard work of EPA staff and these

- companies.”

By following a transparent transition process, these companies will achieve our shared goal of regulatory
- certainty. :

The Clean Air Act ensures that businesses across the country operate efficiently and cleanly to safeguard
public health from harmful levels of air pollution. Under the Act, all states must develop State Implementation
Plans for meeting federal requirements to protect public health. EPA approved Texas® State Implementation
Plan in 1992 and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has been implementing that plan
to the over 1500 major air permitted facilities in the state of Texas.

The TCEQ is the authorized Clean Air Act permitting authority in Texas. Since 1992, TCEQ continues to
operate the largest air permitting program for major and minor sources in the U.S. Of the over 1500 major air
permit holders in Texas, less than 150 companies applied for and received non-approved flexible permits
creating uncertainty about their compliance status with the Clean Air Act. In 2007, EPA wrote to all flexible
permit holders telling them of their need to ensure compliance with federal requirements. :

~-More about activities in EPA Region 6 is-available at http://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/region6.himl

EPA audio file is_avajlable at hitp://www.epa. ,qov/re,qion6/6xa/podcast/iu1201 1 .html_
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